Semantic Relations of Participial Constructions to Main Clauses in English
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(1) a. Because we live in the country, we have few amusements.

b. Living in the country, we have few amusements.
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(2) a. Wearing that new outfit, Bill would fool everyone.
b. Being a master of disguise, Bill would fool everyone. (Stump(1985:41))
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(3) a. Carrying a load of over 1500 Ibs., our truck often makes the bridge shake.
b. Weighing four tons, our truck often makes the bridge shake.
(Stump(1985:98))
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(4) a. Wearing her new outfit, Mary looks fat.
b. Weighing over 200 lbs., Mary looks fat. (Stump(1985:99))
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(5) a. Being asleep, Rover might not seem so ferocious.

b. Asleep, Rover might not seem so ferocious. (Iwabe(1986:4))
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(8) a. Standing a little over five feet tall, Tazio Nuvolari became the greatest driver of
his era.
b. Having made his choice, he stayed with it.

c. Not having any money, he was at a loss. (B

(2002:169))
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(7) a. Feeling a little embarrassed, he quickly cleared his throat and glanced up at the

clock. (BNO)
b. Fearing for her continued economic well-being, Mary began to work this year.
(FR#(2002:170))
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(8) States: stative  durative unbounded
Activities: dynamic durative wunbounded
Achievements: dynamic punctual bounded

Accomplishments: dynamic durative bounded
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(9) a. Driving to Chicago that night, T was struck by a sudden thought.
‘ (Quirk et al.(1985:1121))

b. Ben, whistling happily, services his car in preparation for the long drive North.



(BNC)
Fiz, THEE] XQ0)0 &k 5 RBIKhndH 5,

(10) a. Arriving in Coober Pedy at sunset, I noticed the desert sky was streaked with red
like a fire opal. (BNO)

b. Removing his corduroy jacket, he hung it on one of the books.
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(11) a. Walking around the park, I thought of him.
b. Walking to the station, I bought a ticket for London.
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(12) a. Used economically, one box will last for two weeks.

b. The same thing, happening in wartime, would amount to a disaster.
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(13) Lying on the beach, you can get better tan than at home. (Stump(1985:65))
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(14) a. Knowing he had no time to go home, he decided to do without lunch.
(Konig(1995:82))

b. Being a farmer, Tom gets up early in the morning. (A
(2008:47))

EE - B OSFRCE D TR, BEREEHICRENT 1 2RSS, IFHE
TR o TRENDIFLITEETIEI RS ZHOBMEOBEZERL TWDINBIS

wiz havmg LS DERESCEE 2 T\ <, BFEI non-stative T3H A A3, having M ¥
9 & stative i & LTHART I ENTE D,

(15) a. I knew Washington quite well, having visited it two or three times while I was at
Ambherst in 1969. (BNC)

b. Having failed twice, I don’t want to try again.
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(16) Not finding anything to do, we strolled around. (F31(2002:169))
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(17) a. Sitting in the sun, I still feel cold.

b. You can’t believe that they can still say it, having had this conversation six



hundred times. (BNO)
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(18) a. Thinking of him, I walked to the library in the next town.
b. Thinking that I had gotten fat, I walked to the library in the next town.
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(19) a. Having read the instructions, he snatched up the extinguisher. (#x B
(2000:22))

b. Having finished my work, I went out for a walk.
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(20) Having destroyed the evidence, he was confident that he wouldn’t be arrested.
(F-3(2002:169))
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(21) a. Being clean-shaven, Harold would look like something like my brother.
b. Clean-shaven, Harold would look like something like my brother.
(Iwabe(1986:4))
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